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   ORDINANCE NO. 3284 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CORONA, 
CALIFORNIA, AMENDING CHAPTER 3.04 OF THE 
CORONA MUNICIPAL CODE TO CLARIFY THE 
PROCESS REGARDING CLAIMS AGAINST THE CITY 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORONA DOES ORDAIN AS 
FOLLOWS: 

 
SECTION 1.  Chapter 3.04 (Claims Against the City) of Title 3 (Revenue and 

Finance) of the Corona Municipal Code is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: 
 

“CHAPTER 3.04 
CLAIMS AGAINST THE CITY 

 
Sections 
 

3.04.010   Authority; state provisions applicable. 
3.04.020   Claims required. 
3.04.030   Form of claim; filing. 
3.04.040   Claims processing. 
3.04.050   Suit. 

 
3.04.010  Authority; state provisions applicable. 
 

The provisions of this chapter recognize that the general claim procedures applicable to 
local public agencies, including this city, are governed by the provisions of the Cal. Gov’t Code, 
commencing with § 900 and following (“State Government Claim Procedures”).  
 
3.04.020  Claims required. 
 

Pursuant to the authority contained in Cal. Gov’t Code § 935, the following procedures are 
established for claims against the city for money or damages, including all claims that are excepted 
by Cal. Gov’t Code § 905, provided that such claims are not governed by any other state or local 
laws. 
 

(A) Employee claims.  Pursuant to Cal. Gov’t Code § 935 and notwithstanding the 
exceptions contained in Cal. Gov’t Code § 905, all claims by public officers or employees for fees, 
salaries, wages, overtime pay, holiday pay, compensating time off or vacation pay, sick leave pay 
and any other expenses or allowances claimed due from the city, when a procedure for processing 
such claims is not otherwise provided by state or local laws, shall be presented within the time 
limitations and in the manner prescribed by Cal. Gov’t Code §§ 910 through 915.2 and shall 
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otherwise comply with all other applicable provisions of the State Government Claim Procedures. 
The claims shall further be subject to the provisions of Cal. Gov’t Code § 945.4 relating to the 
prohibition of suit in the absence of presentation of claims and action thereon by the Council. 
 

(B)   Contract and other claims. Pursuant to Cal. Gov’t Code § 935 and notwithstanding 
the exceptions set forth in Cal. Gov’t Code § 905, all other claims for money or damages that are 
excepted by Cal. Gov’t Code § 905, including, without limitation, claims concerning contracts, 
when a procedure for processing such claims is not otherwise provided by state or local laws, shall 
be presented within the time limitations and in the manner prescribed by Cal. Gov’t Code §§ 910 
through 915.2 and shall otherwise comply with all other applicable provisions of the State 
Government Claim Procedures. The claims shall further be subject to the provisions of Cal. Gov’t 
Code § 945.4 relating to the prohibition of suit in the absence of presentation of claims and action 
thereon by the Council.  
 
3.04.030  Form of claim; filing. 
 

(A)   All claims shall be made in writing and verified by the claimant or by his or her 
guardian, conservator, executor or administrator. No claim may be filed on behalf of a class of 
persons unless verified by every member of that class as required by this section. 
    

(B)   All claims against the city shall be filed with the City Clerk. The City Manager or 
designee shall have the authority to act upon all claims, but shall only have authority to settle such 
claims, in whole or in part, up to the amount of $25,000; provided, however, that the City Manager 
or designee shall present to the City Council any claims which he/she believes merit the Council's 
consideration for any reason.  The City Council shall settle all claims, in whole or in part, over 
$25,000. To the greatest extent allowed by applicable law, no legal or other action may be 
maintained by a claimant who has not complied with this Chapter 3.04. 
 

(C)   The City Manager shall also have the authority to enter into an agreement for up to 
$25,000 in order to avoid the filing of a claim under this Chapter 3.04 and applicable law, when in 
the opinion of the City Manager the claim could raise disputable legal issues and the settlement is 
in the best interests of the city for economic or other reasons, and when in the opinion of the City 
Attorney there is adequate consideration for the agreement. All such agreements shall be in a form 
approved by the City Attorney, and shall provide waiver and indemnity for any such potential 
claims. 
 
3.04.040  Claims processing. 
 

All claims filed with the City Clerk shall be processed in accordance with the Risk 
Management Procedure Manual, as may be amended from time to time.  
 
3.04.050  Suit. 

 
Any action brought against the city upon any claim or demand shall conform to the 

requirements of Cal. Gov’t Code §§ 940 through 949. Any action brought against any employee 
of the city shall conform with the requirements set forth in Cal. Gov’t Code §§ 950 through 951.  
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All actions shall also comply with all other applicable provisions of the State Government Claim 
Procedures.” 
  

SECTION 2.  This action is exempt pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of the 
Guidelines for the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), which states that a project is 
exempt from CEQA if the activity is covered by the general rule that CEQA applies only to projects 
that have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment.  Where it can be seen 
with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect 
on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA.  This action makes minor, clarifying 
changes to the City’s process for handling claims against the City, and there is no possibility that 
adopting this Ordinance will have a significant effect on the environment.  Therefore, no 
environmental analysis is required. 

 
SECTION 3.  If any section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, or phrase 

in this Ordinance or any part thereof is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, 
ineffective by any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity or 
effectiveness of the remaining portions of this Ordinance or any part thereof. The City Council 
hereby declares that it would have adopted each section irrespective of the fact that any one or 
more subsections, subdivisions, sentences, clauses, or phrases be declared unconstitutional, 
invalid, or ineffective. 
 

SECTION 4.  This Ordinance shall supersede all other previous City Council 
resolutions and ordinances that may conflict with, or be contrary to, this Ordinance. 
 
 SECTION 5.  In accordance with California Government Code section 36933(a), 
within fifteen days after its passage the City Clerk shall cause this Ordinance to be published at 
least once, with the names of those City Council members voting for or against it, in a newspaper 
of general circulation published and circulated within the City. If there is no such newspaper, the 
City Clerk shall cause the Ordinance to be posted in at least three public places in the City or 
published in a newspaper of general circulation printed and published in the county and circulated 
in the City. 
  

SECTION 6.  This Ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days from and 
after its final passage. 
     
 
    PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 7th day of November, 2018. 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Mayor of the City of Corona, California 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
City Clerk of the City of Corona, California 



CA\JR\17000.00006\10199410.2  
4 

 

CERTIFICATION 
 

 I, Sylvia Edwards, City Clerk of the City of Corona, California, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing Ordinance was regularly introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City 
of Corona, California duly held the 17th day of October 2018 and adopted by the City Council of 
the City of Corona, California, at a regular meeting thereof held on the 7th day of November 2018, 
by the following vote: 
 
 AYES: 
 NOES: 
ABSTAINED: 
 ABSENT: 
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the official seal of 
the City of Corona, California, this ____ day of _______ 2018. 
 
      ___________________________________ 
                                                                                    City Clerk of the City of Corona, California 
 
 
(SEAL) 


