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1.
PROGRESS

Not just the trail, but...

4



Trail and parkway progress
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Status of SAR Trail and Parkway
County Completed 

(miles)
Planned (miles)

San Bernardino        36 
(30 unpaved)

8

Riverside        13 17

Orange        23 3

Total miles 73 28

70% Completed!
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● Corona has several 
segments planned or 
underway

● Issues still need to be 
resolved with US Army 
Corps of Engineers

● County of Riverside is 
working with City and 
other partners to resolve

The Trail in Corona
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Newest segment near Chino Hills 
State Park--FINISHED LAST WEEK!



2.
PARTNERS

A productive legacy of 
cooperation
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2006:  A Call to Action by Local Leaders

The Santa Ana River Trail and 
Parkway Partnership is Born
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Incredibly Successful Strategy
● A powerful regional coalition. Partnership 

Enabled cooperation across counties and 
cities

● Public-Private.  Included conservation and 
water agencies to engender goodwill 
throughout watershed and address broad 
range of issues.

● Non-profit organization. Santa Ana River 
Trust to raise funds and support, organize 
activities.

● Funding.  Stable, diversified funding sources.
● State agency creation.  The Santa Ana River 

Conservancy. 
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$65 million
Prop. 84: $45 million
Prop. 68:  $16 million

State Budget 18/19:  $5 million



● The SAR Trail and 
Parkway Partnership 
led to establishment of 
the state Santa Ana 
River Conservancy

● Conservancy created 
by legislature in 2014

● First priority to develop 
a watershed wide plan 
to direct bond fund 
expenditures
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State Agency Creation



● Santa Ana River Trail and Parkway
● Trail connections, trail heads and amenities
● Open space
● Wildlife habitat and species restoration, 

enhancement, and protection
● Wetland restoration and protection
● Agricultural land restoration and protection
● Protection and maintenance of water quality
● Related educational uses
● Public access for recreation and education 

purposes 
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The Santa Ana River Conservancy is 
charged with...



3. 
PROGRAMS

Busy times on the river...
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Monthly 
clean-ups
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Diversified 
volunteers
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4. 
PLANS

Looking into the future
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Projects 
divided into 3 
main types
● Water
● Habitat
● Recreation
●  Education 

and Access

Prioritized by
● Project location 

suitability
● Proximity to river
● Project status
● Consistency with 

plan guidelines
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$600 Million

Comprising 155 Projects in the 3 Counties
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5. 
Prospects

So many opportunities!
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CHALLENGES AND 
OPPORTUNITIES
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Unmanaged Recreation

Use of the river is good!
Unmanaged use is not.

Photo credit: Terry Pierson, The Press Enterprise/SCNG
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Before
● Detention basin
● Collecting trash
● Unlighted
● Nefarious deeds!
● Neighbors 

adamantly against 
development

Anaheim Coves: A Tale of Promise
After
● Beautiful park
● Negative occupancy 

replaced with positive 
use

● Bike and walking trails
● Public art
● Point of pride for 

neighbors
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Before

34



After
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● Maintenance:  trail and bike path clearing, 
patching and paving, facilities, restrooms 
and staging areas

● Trash collection and removal
● Capital improvement projects
● Interpretive and activity programming
● Security and public safety, fire protection 

and other management activities
● Administration: grant applications, 

budgeting, project implementation 36

Continuing opportunities for 
coordination



THANK YOU!
Any questions?

You can find me at:
pld@pldconsulting.net
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