
City of Corona

Agenda Report

400 S. Vicentia Ave.
Corona, CA 92882

File #: 19-0415

AGENDA REPORT
REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL ACTION

DATE: May 1, 2019

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council Members

FROM: Public Works Department

SUBJECT:
City Council consideration of two Grant of Easements to Southern California Edison on D Street west
of South Lincoln Avenue; and Pomona Road at North Lincoln Avenue - Riverside County
Transportation Commission.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
That the City Council authorize the Mayor to execute two Grant of Easements to Southern California
Edison on D Street west of South Lincoln Avenue; and Pomona Road at North Lincoln Avenue for
facilities relocated in connection with the State Route 91 Corridor Improvement Project.

ANALYSIS:
Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC), the lead agency for the State Route 91
Corridor Improvement Project (Project), is requesting that the City grant two easements to Southern
California Edison (SCE) to provide adequate replacement rights for relocated facilities, as shown in
Exhibit “C.” The proposed easements will be located within public street right-of-way on D Street
west of South Lincoln Avenue; and Pomona Road at North Lincoln Avenue, as shown on Exhibits “D”
and “E.”

At both locations, the old SCE facilities were located immediately adjacent to the State Route 91 (SR-
91). The original powerlines that served the Corona del Rey Apartment complex were located
between the SR-91 and the private street shown as C Street on Exhibit “D.” The Project proposed
the widening of the SR-91 East Lincoln Avenue off-ramp and resulted in the need for these facilities
to be relocated. The original powerlines that served the businesses on the southeast corner of
Pomona Road and North Lincoln Avenue were located immediately adjacent to the old freeway’s right
-of-way. As stated in the letter from RCTC, for each situation a reasonable alternative relocation plan
was considered to avoid the requirement for City easements within the street right-of-way and were
later deemed technically infeasible.

City staff has evaluated the potential for City improvements and street widening in each location and
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City staff has evaluated the potential for City improvements and street widening in each location and
have determined that the likelihood of a City planned project triggering the need to relocate these
SCE facilities to be low. Both locations are fully developed on both sides of the street and there is no
planned Capital Improvement Project for widening in either location. Additionally, on Pomona Road,
there are no master planned storm drain or utilities proposed at this time that would require the
underground SCE facilities to be relocated.

Therefore, the potential impact to the City is low and City staff recommends that the City Council
authorize the Mayor to execute the Grant of Easements to SCE attached as Exhibits “A” and “B.”

COMMITTEE ACTION:
Not applicable.

STRATEGIC PLAN:
Not applicable.

FISCAL IMPACT:
There is no expected fiscal impact to the City at this time.

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS:
This action is exempt pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of the Guidelines for the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), which states that a project is exempt from CEQA if the activity is covered by the
general rule that CEQA applies only to projects that have the potential for causing a significant effect on
the environment. Where it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in
question may have a significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA. This action
merely approves the execution of two Grant of Easements, and there is no possibility that approving this
action will have a significant effect on the environment.  Therefore, no environmental analysis is required.

PREPARED BY: CHRISTOPHER L. HORN, P.E., SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER

REVIEWED BY: TOM KOPER, P.E., ASSISTANT PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR

REVIEWED BY: NELSON D. NELSON, P.E., PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR

REVIEWED BY: KERRY D. EDEN, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER/ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES
DIRECTOR

REVIEWED BY: MICHELE NISSEN, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER

SUBMITTED BY: MITCHELL LANSDELL, ACTING CITY MANAGER

Attachments:
1. Exhibit “A” - Grant of Easement to SCE on D Street
2. Exhibit “B” - Grant of Easement to SCE on Pomona Road
3. Exhibit “C” - Letter from RCTC
4. Exhibit “D” - Location Map Showing SCE Facilities in D Street
5. Exhibit “E” - Location Map Showing SCE Facilities in Pomona Road
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EXHIBIT “A” 

GRANT OF EASEMENT TO SCE ON D STREET 













 

 

 

EXHIBIT “B” 

GRANT OF EASEMENT TO SCE ON POMONA ROAD 













RIUERSIDE
COUNTY
TRANSPORIATION
c0MMrss!0N

4080 Lemon Street,3rd Floor o Riverside, CA

Mailing Address: P.0. Box 12008 . Riverside, CA 92502 2208
951.1 87 .1 1 41 . 951.7 Bl .7 920 . www.rctc.org

January L8,2Ot9

Mr. Nelson Nelson, PE

Public Works Director
City of Corona
400 S. Vicentia Ave,

Corona, CA 92882
nelson.nelson @CoronaCA.sov

Subject: Proposed SCE Easements at D Street and Pomona Road

Dear Mr. Nelson:

Reference is made to the Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC) State Route 91 Corridor
lmprovement Project (SR-91 CIP) and the Cooperative Agreement for State Route 91 Express Lanes and Corridor
lmprovements (Cooperative Agreement) between RCTC and the City of Corona (City).

lntroduction

ln general, the SR-9L ClP added two tolled express lanes and one general purpose lane in each direction from t-
15 to the Orange County line. ln order to accomplish this extensive widening project, RCTC constructed 32 bridge
improvements and 54 retaining walls. As a result of these improvements, RCTC also relocated 176 separate
utilities - 35 City water, 26 City sewer, and 1L5 private utilities. The City utility relocations were included in the
project scope through the Cooperative Agreement, the Design-Build Contract, and Technical provisions. The
private utilities were relocated per Caltrans standard utility relocation policies and procedures, which included
cost determination via an established prior right of installation. As part of the standard Caltrans utility relocation
procedures, RCTC had an obligation to provide adequate replacement rights and/or compensate a utility owner
for loss of prior rights.

Of the entire project utility relocation effort of 176 utilities, three required easements within public RoW - one
AT&T easement along Frontage Road at Serfas Club Drive within County jurisdiction and two SCE easements
within the City. The rest of the utility relocations were able to be placed in a franchise position within City right-
of-way or within easements inside RCTC purchased properties.

The need for SCE replacement easements for relocations was discussed with the City representatives during design
coordination meetings. RCTC undertook best efforts to minimize the number and impact of such SCE easements and was
unable to eliminate the two scE easements for scE Relocation 1176 along D street west of Lincoln Avenue and scE
Relocation 1180 along Pomona Road at Lincoln Avenue. The resulting SCE relocations and easements minimize future
risk for the City due to the chosen placement of the SCE facilities. Recording these two easements reduces RCTC,s right-
of-way cost and the impact to SCE as a result of the project.

SCE 1176 - D St west of Lincoln Ave

For the SCE 1176 relocation along D Street west of Lincoln Avenue, the existing SCE overhead (OH) distribution system
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followed the north limits of Sofia Lane along the Caltrans ROW and provided power to the entire Corona del Ray

apartment complex. This existing SCE OH distribution system was installed in 1964 via franchise within the City of Corona

street right-of-way for 'C Street'. The City relinquished the C Street right-of-way in L997 and created utility easements
protecting the existing SCE OH distribution system within private property. Because the SCE OH distribution system in
conflict with SR-91 CIP was located within this easement, the project is required to provide a replacement easement for
the relocated OH poles and supporting distribution system.

[Attach Exhibit "SCE 1176 Easement - D St t-O7-t9"1

While the SCE 1176 OH SCE distribution system is located within the City street right-of-way and will be protected by an

easement, the risk of future City cost is negligible. D Street west of Lincoln Avenue is a low-volume residential street and

therefore future development by the City to widen this road is unlikely. Any future development of D Street at this
location would likely be by the Corona del Rey apartment complex, within whose property the existing SCE OH distribution
system was previously located via the City granted easement.

SCE 1180 - Pomona Rd at Lincoln Ave

For the SCE 1180 Relocation along Lincoln Avenue at Pomona Road, the proposed SCE easement protects an underground
(UG) distribution line headed east from a SCE vault in Pomona Rd and which feeds three primary customers: 1) Goodfellas
Cafe;2).Best Western Corona; and 3) Honda Cars of Corona. Previously, all three businesses were fed electrical service
via an overhead pole line within an easement just north of and parallel to westbound SR-91. Due to the SR-91 CIP

widening, as well asthe reconfiguration of the on- and off-ramps into a tight diamond configuration, the existing overhead
pole line needed to be relocated. The relocation into Pomona Road was the only technically viable relocation to minimize
impact to the three existing customers.

[Attach Exhibit "SCE 1180 Easement - Pomona Rd 1-07-19"]

While the UG SCE distribution line is located within the City street and will be protected by an easement, the risk of future
City cost is negligible. Pomona Road east of Lincoln Avenue is a relatively short street, primarily feeding the three primary

customers mentioned previously, before terminating in a knuckle at a mobile home park. Future development by the
City to widen this road is unlikely. Additionally, the SR-91 CIP has already improved the Lincoln Avenue overcrossing to
address potential future traffic growth by increasing traffic capacity at the interchange. And finally, during the said

improvements of the Lincoln Avenue interchange, the underground water distribution mains were upsized as part of the
sR-91CtP.

Any future development of Pomona Road would likely be development driven from one of the three customers,
whereby the City could require a relocation of SCE as a condition of improvement. ln fact, Honda Cars of Corona has

already begun improvements to the previous Corona Mini Storage directly across Pomona Road, thereby reducing the
potential for further future improvements.

Summary

Pursuant to the terms of the Cooperative Agreement, RCTC applied best efforts to minimize project impacts to the City.

During design, RCTC worked with the City through technical coordination meetings to address the City's concerns
(Cooperative Agreement Section 6.4). Relevant SR-91 CIP design plans produced by the Design-Builder (and utility
owners) were shared with the City for review and comment (Cooperative Agreement Section 5.8), and any such

comments were incorporated into the project. Specific to the two SCE utility relocations 1L76 and 1180 referenced above,

reasonable alternative relocation plans were considered which would not require City easements within street right-of-
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way, but were later deemed technically infeasible. These relocation plans were the best solution for the project conflicts,
meeting RCTC's obligations under the Cooperative Agreement (Cooperative Agreement Section 9.1).

lf you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact Jeff Dietzler at (909) 255-4750 or myself at (951) 393-
6894.

Sincerely,

, hr..r rf7*..*
David K. Thomas, PE,

Toll Project Manager
Riverside County Transportation Commission

Cc: K. Sauer (Bechtel)

T. Rick Grebner (PCM-Parsons)

Attachments:

Exhibit SCE 1176 Easement - D Street L-07-t9
Exhibit SCE 1180 Easement - Pomona Road 1-07-19
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