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AGENDA REPORT
REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL ACTION

DATE: 08/21/2019

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council Members

FROM: Library and Recreation Services Department

SUBJECT:
City Council consideration of acceptance and appropriation of $14,600 from the National Endowment
for the Arts, in partnership with Arts Midwest, for implementation of the NEA Big Read program.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
That the City Council:

1. Accept grant funding for the National Endowment for the Arts, in partnership with Arts Midwest,
Big Read program in the fall of 2019.

2. Appropriate $14,600 to the Library and Recreation Services’ operating budget and increase
revenue estimates by the same amount in the Library - Other Grants Fund.

ANALYSIS:
The Corona Public Library has been awarded a grant in the amount of $14,600 from the National
Endowment of the Arts (NEA) to participate in this year’s The Big Read. The NEA, in partnership with
Arts Midwest, offers The Big Read in an effort to revitalize the role of literature in American culture
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and to encourage citizens to read for pleasure and enlightenment.

The grant requires a 50% match. Budgeted staff, existing library facilities, and a $14,300 donation
from the Friends of the Corona Public Library comprise Corona’s grant match.

This year’s Big Read novel is Jeff VanderMeer’s Borne, about a young woman scavenging a living in
a postapocalyptic city littered with discarded biotech experiments and preyed upon by a giant bear,
whose life changes when she finds Borne.

Residents are encouraged to register for the Big Read and join the discussions and other activities
related to the novel. There is no cost for participation.

COMMITTEE ACTION:
Not applicable.

STRATEGIC PLAN:
This item supports the City’s Strategic Plan Goal 4: “Actively engaging in public and private
partnerships to provide services and amenities.”

FISCAL IMPACT:
In Fiscal Year 2019-20, the City would receive and budget $14,600 in federal funds, to be
appropriated from the Library - Other Grants Fund. The grant requires 50% matching funds of
$14,600. Funding for the match portion is available through in-kind staff and facilities costs along
with the Friends of the Corona Public Library donation of $14,300.

Approval of the recommended action will result in an appropriation and estimate revenue increase of
$14,600 in the Other Grants Fund.

Fund 07/01/19 Est.

Fund Balance

Budgeted

Revenues/

Sources

Budgeted

Expenditures/

Uses

Fund Balance Impacts 06/30/20 Est.

Fund Balance

Library Other

Grants Fund 415

$9,875 $553 $0 $14,600 Revenue

($14,600)

Appropriation

$10,428

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS:
No environmental review is required because the proposed action is not a project governed by the
California Environmental Quality Act.

PREPARED BY: KATHERINE BACKUS, MANAGEMENT ANALYST

REVIEWED BY: DAVID MONTGOMERY-SCOTT, LIBRARY AND RECREATION SERVICES
DIRECTOR

REVIEWED BY: KERRY D. EDEN, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER/ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES
DIRECTOR
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REVIEWED BY: MICHELE NISSEN, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER

SUBMITTED BY: MITCHELL LANSDELL, ACTING CITY MANAGER
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